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1                     P R O C E E D I N G S

2 I.  WELCOME

3                MS. RUSS:  So I have 1:30.  We will go ahead

4           and get started.  I just gave instructions across

5           the hall.  So welcome to today's Child Welfare

6           Agency Review Board meeting.  Today is August

7           31st.  And we do want to welcome our new Attorney

8           General -- Assistant Attorney General, Sarah

9           Farris.  She is taking over for Joe West.  And

10           feel free to say something if you want.

11                MS. FARRIS:  Well, I'm very happy to be

12           here.  When I attended the last meeting, I really

13           -- I felt drawn to this Board and what it does,

14           and I think it's so important.  So I kind of

15           lobbied for this.  I also represent the Health

16           Service Permit Commission which as you know

17           issues POAs to PRTFs and other facilities.  So

18           there is crossover.  So I'm just very happy to be

19           here and to be representing you guys.

20                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  We're glad to have you.

21                MS. FARRIS:  Thank you.

22                MS. RUSS:  And I will say if you need for us

23           to talk louder, just let us know.  Okay?  Okay.

24           You can go ahead.

25                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  All right.
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1                MS. RUSS:  Number one.  Sorry.

2 II.  CALL TO ORDER

3                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  We'll call the meeting to

4           order.

5 III.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM JUNE 29, 2022, MEETING

6                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  And the first item on the

7           agenda is approval of the minutes from the June

8           29th, ’22 -- 2022, meeting.  I assume all of you

9           have gotten a copy of the minutes.  Okay.  Is

10           there a motion to approve or is there a

11           discussion about them?

12                MS. MASSEY-FOTI:  I’ll make a motion.

13           I’ll second.

14                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  A motion to approve by

15           Beverly.  A --

16                MR. WHATLEY:  Second.

17                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  -- second by David.  Any

18           discussion?  All in favor say “Aye.”

19                   (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

20                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any opposed?  The minutes

21           are adopted.

22 IV.  PERMISSIONS TO WORK:  FREDERICK P.

23                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  First up is permission to

24           work.  Number 1 is -- we have Christie Aaron.

25           Most of you should already have your first packet
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1           on your -- your place.

2                MS. AARON:  Good afternoon, I’m Christie

3           Aaron, HR Director with Millcreek and I am here

4           requesting a special permission to work for Mr.

5           Frederick P.  He has presented to us to work with

6           one of our little boys’ units.  He is an early

7           childhood education major at UAPB.  He is very

8           active in sports medicine training and all that

9           and so it is our hope that this Board will grant

10           us a special permission for him.

11                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  It will take us just a few

12           minutes to read over this because we have -- we

13           don't get these in advance, so it -- the silence

14           is nothing to read into other than we're just

15           reading it.

16                MR. FREDERICK P.:  Yes, sir.

17                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Does the Board have any

18           questions?

19                MR. TOLLETTE:  If understand, Mr. Chair --

20           and I apologize to the Board for being late.

21           I'll pay my penalty later.  Yes.  It's been a

22           year -- is Mr. Pierce here?

23                MR. FREDERICK P.:  Yes, sir.

24                MR. TOLLETTE:  Okay.  All right.  Can you

25           stand up young man?
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1                MR. FREDERICK P.:  I want to get a look at

2           you.  Do you have a temper?

3                MR. FREDERICK P.:  No, sir.

4                MR. TOLLETTE:  You don't?

5                MR. FREDERICK P.:  No, sir.

6                MR. FREDERICK P.:  I am the most calmest

7           individual that you will ever meet.

8                MR. TOLLETTE:  Really?

9                MR. FREDERICK P.:  Yes, sir.

10                MR. TOLLETTE:  Something here says you're

11           not.

12                MR. FREDERICK P.:  And would you like me to

13           talk about that?

14                MR. TOLLETTE:  Whether the Board wants to

15           hear it or not, I don't know.  I just -- to make

16           a decision, I just got to be me.

17                MR. FREDERICK P.:  Yes, sir.

18                MR. TOLLETTE:  All right.  Do you come from

19           a big family?

20                MR. FREDERICK P.:  Yes, sir.

21                MR. TOLLETTE:  Lots of brothers and sisters?

22                MR. FREDERICK P.:  On my mother's side, I

23           have a older brother and a older sister.  And on

24           my dad's side, I have an older brother and four

25           other sisters.
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1                MR. TOLLETTE:  So what I'm doing is I'm just

2           trying to make a quick snapshot of your family

3           constellation for me.

4                MR. FREDERICK P.:  Yes, sir.

5                MR. TOLLETTE:  Okay.  And so you're the

6           calmest, nicest, wonderful person, but this says

7           something different.  Okay?

8                MR. FREDERICK P.:  Yes, sir.

9                MR. TOLLETTE:  So at this point, thank you,

10           Mr. Chair.  That’s all I have.

11                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Okay.

12                MR. HEIMER:  If I may, Mr. Pierce.

13                MR. FREDERICK P.:  Yes, sir.

14                MR. HEIMER:  Hey, my name is Justin.  How

15           are you sir?

16                MR. FREDERICK P.:  I'm great.  How are you

17           doing?

18                MR. HEIMER:  I'm doing good.  Thanks for

19           coming in here today.

20                MR. FREDERICK P.:  Yes, sir.

21                MR. HEIMER:  So I'm trying to make sense of

22           this here.  So it looks like you had a bad day a

23           year ago where you got arrested.  I read your

24           letter discussing that.  You are -- I'm sorry.  I

25           don't know if you were arrested.  You had -- you
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1           had a -- you got pulled over and some stuff.  You

2           wrote in your letter if I read it correctly, that

3           you're certain you didn't have -- that your

4           license wasn't suspended?

5                MR. FREDERICK P.:  I was positive that my

6           license wasn’t suspended because I went to a DMV

7           and got a reinstatement letter.

8                MR. HEIMER:  Okay.  Did you plead guilty to

9           the --

10                MR. FREDERICK P.:  Yes.

11                MR. HEIMER:  -- to the --

12                MR. FREDERICK P.:  I went ahead and just

13           pleaded guilty to it.

14                MR. HEIMER:  Okay.

15                MR. FREDERICK P.:  They depicted me out to

16           bad guy because, originally, what happened -- I

17           was at work.  I worked at Walmart in Sheridan,

18           Arkansas.

19                MR. HEIMER:  Uh-huh.

20                MR. FREDERICK P.:  It was my first day.  It

21           was orientation and I went in, like -- you know,

22           they just went ahead and put me on the clock.  It

23           was my break time.  We had an hour lunch.  I went

24           to my lunch.  Tried to get me a snack.  Went and

25           sat in Walmart's parking lot.  The sun was
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1           beaming down on my car.  It got so hot; my car

2           wouldn’t stay cool.  So I was looking for a

3           little shady park I could sit in, you know, eat

4           my lunch.  In the process of me going to go get

5           my, you know, get everything together to go sit

6           down to eat, I was pulled over by a Sheridan

7           police officer.  And he came and he was like, “I

8           see you were speeding,” but the road that -- if

9           you would have seen the road that he says I was

10           speeding on, you would not believe that I was

11           speeding.  So that's problem No. 1.

12                He ended up asking for my license and

13           registration.  I handed him everything with no

14           issues.  I was compliant.   I gave him everything

15           that he wanted me to.  He came back and says,

16           “Oh, your license is suspended.”  I had a notice

17           from DMV that was just, like, okay, you can go to

18           work only and that’s it.  And I got my

19           reinstatement stuff also.  He said, “The license

20           was --

21                MR. HEIMER:  Can I -- can I interrupt you

22           for a second?

23                MR. FREDERICK P.:  Yes, sir.

24                MR. HEIMER:  Why was your license suspended

25           at some point?

3 (Pages 6 - 9)

Bushman Reporting 800-556-8974
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com



Page 10

1                MR. FREDERICK P.:  For a speeding ticket

2           that I just forgot to pay.

3                MR. HEIMER:  Okay.

4                MR. FREDERICK P.:  Went to court for it.

5                MR. HEIMER:  Sure.

6                MR. FREDERICK P.:  Got to college and just

7           forgot to pay it.

8                MR. HEIMER:  I understand.

9                MR. FREDERICK P.:  Yes, sir.  He -- he

10           eventually was like -- he came back and was like,

11           “Your license is suspended.”  I said, “It can’t

12           be” and I showed him the paperwork.  And he was

13           like, “Well, in our systems, they still say

14           suspended.  So can you step out of the vehicle?”

15           I asked him why.  And I did exactly like this.

16           “Why do I need to step out of the vehicle?”  And

17           that's when he pulled his Taser out on me.  So at

18           that point, you know, in the heat of the climate

19           that we were living in at that time, I didn't

20           want to be another -- as I say another hashtag.

21           I didn't want -- I didn’t want no issues.  I

22           didn't want to get hurt.

23                So he reaches into my car, pulls me out by

24           force, and  -- he pulls me out the car by force

25           and eventually was just like, “Put your hands
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1           behind your back.”  He threw my hands behind my

2           back and started like manhandling me.  So at that

3           point, I was like, “Hey, you hurting me.”  And he

4           threw me on my car and said, “Stop resisting

5           arrest.”  And I told him I wasn't resisting.

6                I was thrown in the back of a police car.

7           Asked him could he turn the air on, he told me

8           no.  It was like 90 degrees outside.  I'm in the

9           back of a police car in handcuffs, sweating

10           bullets, so you can only you can only -- you can

11           obviously imagine how fearful I was for my life.

12           I ended up going down to the police department.

13           The police officer kept making smart remarks

14           about my -- about my personality and my temper --

15           supposedly to my temper.  He kept saying -- he

16           told him -- the guard guy that was at the front

17           gate, that I'm a live wire, so be careful.  And

18           then proceeded when we got into the police

19           department, to tell the people in there, like --

20           he told me, like, “I'll take the handcuffs off of

21           you, but you have to promise me not to hit me.

22           If you hit me, we're going to have an issue.”

23                Not one time did I want to have an issue

24           with this man.  I want to -- I don’t want to have

25           issue with anybody.  Everybody knows me as the
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1           kindest, most sweetest, most generous person

2           there ever could be.  And I'm not that type of

3           person.  That ticket -- that incident right there

4           should not depict who I am as a person.

5                In my freshman year of college back in 2019,

6           I volunteered at Klassic Kidz in Pine Bluff,

7           Arkansas.  I was also a teacher's aide at James

8           Matthews Elementary in Dollorway, Arkansas.

9           Working there in Millcreek I met some really -- I

10           met some really crazy kids, but I fell in love

11           with them.  I love the kids to death, especially

12           in at Rock Hill.  I made a couple -- I made a lot

13           of bonds.  Every time they greeted me it was

14           always, “Hey, Mr. Pierce” or as my alias goes,

15           “Hello, Mr. Warren, how are you doing today?”  I

16           just -- I'm not a bad person.  And I shouldn't --

17           I feel like that ticket shouldn’t depict me as

18           this type of person.  I'm a calm individual.  I

19           talk with confidence.  I’m kind of nervous right

20           now, but --

21                MR. HEIMER:  You’re doing great.

22                MR. FREDERICK P.:  -- I’m myself and that's

23           all I can't be the end of the day.

24                MR. HEIMER:  Thank you, sir.

25                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any other questions?
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1                MR. WHATLEY:  I have one more question for

2           you specifically, but I understand that you're --

3           maintain that you're a very calm individual, have

4           a personality that gets along with people and all

5           of that.  This particular day as far as, like, on

6           what happened then, was there anything -- any

7           time -- any point that you would say that you got

8           angry and that you tried to pull away from the

9           officer or --

10                MR. FREDERICK P.:  No, sir.  I never one

11           time tried to pull away from the officer.  If

12           anything, he made me feel like that I was -- he

13           made me feel like if -- I was afraid.  As you can

14           see, I’m a very timid, small, young man versus

15           this big, tall officer -- bald-headed guy -- and

16           he just made me feel like I was less of a person.

17                MR. WHATLEY:  Okay.  Thank you.

18                MR. TOLLETTE:  Let me tell you.  You’re

19           hitting me hard right now and I have got to watch

20           what I have got to say.  You just happen to look

21           like you look like, and I just have got to put it

22           out there.  By the way you talk, your

23           articulation, you come from somewhere -- I used

24           to live in Pine Bluff.  My father was a principal

25           at Townsend Park, so I know the environment in
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1           Pine Bluff.   You’re not a bad young man.  But

2           you’re not going to get run over either and all

3           you want is your rights like everybody else.  But

4           if you express that manhood, you get chopped.

5           And then you get picked at to be antagonized and

6           to be set up.  So -- am I right, Mr. Chairman,

7           this is not recommended by staff at this point,

8           because it's too soon?

9                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  PRLU does not support this

10           request because I think it's, primarily, just

11           because it's so recent; is that correct?

12                MS. RUSS:  That’s correct.

13                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  It's not -- it's not the

14           offense itself, it's just -- but in the past, I

15           think typically, this Board has kind of looked at

16           -- looked more favorably on issues that were in

17           -- many years in the past and there's -- there's

18           been a record of not any other --

19                MR. FREDERICK P.:  Yes, sir.

20                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  -- occurrence, but in this

21           case, he is young, and it is recent.

22                MR. TOLLETTE:  But it's over a year now;

23           right?

24                MR. FREDERICK P.:  Yes, sir.  It's been a

25           year -- it's been a year in -- it's been a year
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1           in almost three months.

2                MR. TOLLETTE:  And you have a 2.6 GPA right

3           now?

4                MR. FREDERICK P.:  Yes, sir.  My GPA for

5           spring ’22 semester is 3.75.

6                MR. TOLLETTE:  3. -- what?

7                MR. FREDERICK P.:  75.

8                MR. TOLLETTE:  Oh.

9                MR. FREDERICK P.:  I took a summer -- I’ve

10           taken -- I’ve aced all my courses for spring, and

11           I also aced my courses for the summer session one

12           and two.

13                MR. TOLLETTE:  Okay.

14                MR. FREDERICK P.:  I'm a valued member at

15           the university.  As you can see, I'm a student

16           athletic trainer.  I'm admired by my peers. I'm

17           also one of the leaders over the students -- of

18           the people that I hire.  I bring in new students

19           and I train them to do stuff that I can do in my

20           absence.

21                MR. TOLLETTE:  Okay.

22                MR. FREDERICK P.:  I'm also a member of

23           Black Male Achievers which is a black man student

24           organization on campus based around leadership.

25                MR. TOLLETTE:  You can -- it's okay.  It's
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1           okay.  Take a breath.  I think the Board has

2           probably already made up their mind on what

3           they're going to do.

4                MR. FREDERICK P.:  Yes.

5                MR. TOLLETTE:  So thank you and I want to

6           thank my friend here, Mr. Justin, that gave you a

7           chance -- to open the door for you to talk.

8                MR. FREDERICK P.:  Yes, sir.

9                MR. TOLLETTE:  No other questions, Mr.

10           Chairman.

11                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Is there a motion to

12           approve?

13                MR. TOLLETTE:  I make that a amotion that we

14           approve --

15                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  We have a motion.

16                MR. TOLLETTE:  -- based on the things that I

17           see right now.

18                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Okay.  Is there a second?

19                MR. HEIMER:  I'll second.

20                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  And we have a second.  Any

21           more discussion?  All those in favor say “Aye.”

22                   (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

23                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any opposed?

24                MS.  MASSEY-FOTI:  Oppose.

25                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Congratulations.
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1                MR. FREDERICK P.:  Thank you, your Honor.  I

2           really do appreciate y’all --

3                MR. TOLLETTE:  You bet.

4                MR. FREDERICK P.:  -- for having me in here

5           to talk about how I feel and everything that

6           happened.

7                MR. TOLLETTE:   You’re either going to go be

8           a lawyer or a preacher.

9                MR. FREDERICK P.:  I want to be -- I want to

10           be a teacher and a coach.

11                MR. TOLLETTE:  Is that right?   Well, thank

12           you very much, but don't mess up.

13                MR. FREDERICK P.:  Yes, sir.

14                MR. HEIMER:  Good luck.

15                MR. FREDERICK P.:  Y'all have a blessed day.

16                MR. HEIMER:  You too.

17 IV.  PERMISSIONS TO WORK:  ANDREA J.

18                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Number 2.

19                MS. RUSS:  Shay, did you say No. 2 is not

20           present?

21                (UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER):  Yes.

22                MS. RUSS:  There was a death in the family.

23                (UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER):  Yes.

24                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Do we want to keep this --

25           this temporary?
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1                MS. RUSS:  So it will be up to the Board to

2           decide if you want to move this to October 26th

3           Board meeting.

4                MS. MASSEY-FOTI:  I move that we change it

5           to October due to the death in the family.

6                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Beverly has moved to change

7           it to the next meeting.  I'll second that motion

8           as well.  Is there any discussion?  All in favor

9           say “Aye.”

10                   (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

11 IV.  PERMISSIONS TO WORK:  TIA H.

12                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  And while we're doing this,

13           I want to go ahead and -- let's address No. 4.

14           That also --

15                MS. RUSS:  Number 5.  Number 5.

16                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Number 5?

17                MS. RUSS:  Uh-huh.

18                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  That also is one that we

19           want to consider moving to the next meeting.

20                MS. RUSS:  That person has COVID.

21                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  I'll make that motion.  Can

22           I get a second?

23                MS. DOHERTY:  I’ll second.

24                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Have a second.

25                MS. DOHERTY:  Oh, I can’t.  It’s DCFS.
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1                MR. HEIMER:  I’ll second.

2                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  We have a second.  All in

3           favor say “Aye.”

4                   (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

5 IV.  PERMISSIONS TO WORK:  RHONDA J.

6                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Okay.  So those are moved.

7           So now we’re at No. 3.

8                MS. RUSS:  Felicia, No. 3.  Felicia, do you

9           want to introduce?

10                MS. MOORE:  Yes.  I’m Felicia Moore with

11           licensing unit.  I have with me Mr. Darryl

12           Johnson. and Ms. Rhonda J.  They are here for a

13           request to work.  Do you have any questions?

14                MS. DOHERTY:  I’ll make a motion we approve

15           this.

16                MR. HEIMER:  I second.

17                MR. WHATLEY:  I’ll second.

18                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  We have a motion and a

19           second.  Any discussion?  All those in favor say

20           “Aye.”

21                   (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

22                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any opposed?

23           Congratulations.

24                MR. JOHNSON:  Thank you.  We appreciate you.

25                MS. RHONDA J.:  Thank you so much.
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1 IV.  PERMISSIONS TO WORK:  LEE ANN V.

2                MS. RUSS:  Do you want to call No. 4?

3                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  If you want to go ahead --

4                MS. BICKERS:  Okay.

5                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  -- and introduce yourself

6           state your name for the reporter.

7                MS. BICKERS:  Hi, I'm Courtney Bickers.  I

8           work for DCFS and I'm here with Ms. Lee Ann

9           seeking waiver approval so she can continue to

10           have her grandchildren in her home.

11                MR. TOLLETTE:  Nothing since 2009?

12                MS. LEE ANN V.:  I’m sorry?

13                MR. TOLLETTE:  Nothing has happened since --

14                MS. LEE ANN V.:  No, sir.

15                MR. TOLLETTE:  -- 2009?  That’s all I have

16           got.  We can read.

17                MS. LEE ANN V.:  Yes, sir.

18                MR. HEIMER:  How long have you been sober --

19           clean from drugs?

20                MS. LEE ANN V.:  13 years.

21                MR. HEIMER:  Congratulations.  I move to

22           approve.

23                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  We have a motion to

24           approve.

25                MR. WHATLEY:  I'll second.
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1                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  We have a second.  Any

2           discussion?  All in favor say “Aye.”

3                   (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

4                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any opposed?

5                MR. TOLLETTE:  No.

6                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  DCFS abstains.

7           Congratulations.

8                MS. LEE ANN V.:  Thank you.

9 IV.  PERMISSIONS TO WORK:  CHARLES W.

10                MS. RUSS:  Number 6.

11                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Judy, if you will go ahead

12           and state your name and -- for the court

13           reporter.  It’s going to take us a few minutes to

14           read over the packets that we have.

15                MS. HOUFF:  Okay.  My name is Judy Houff and

16           I’m the resource worker for Miller County.  And I

17           have with me Charles who wants to be able to care

18           for his grandbaby.

19                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Okay.

20                MR. WHATLEY:  The last incident of any

21           alleged charges was 2003; is that correct?  The

22           last incident of any alleged charges was 2003 --

23           was in 2003?

24                MR. CHARLES W.:  That should be right.

25           Yeah.
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1                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  You’re no longer on

2           probation?

3                MR. CHARLES W.:  No.

4                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Okay.  I’ll make a motion

5           we approve this request.

6                MR. WHATLEY:  I’ll second.

7                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  We have a second.  Is there

8           any discussion?  All those in favor say aye?

9                   (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

10                 CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any opposed?  DCFS

11           abstains.  Congratulations.

12                MR. CHARLES W.:  Thank you.

13                MS. RUSS:  Number seven.

14                MR. CHARLES W.:  Thank y’all.

15                MS. RUSS:  Thank you.

16 IV.  PERMISSIONS TO WORK:  KATESSIA P.

17                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Thank you.  Yeah.  If you

18           want to go ahead and introduce yourself -- the

19           worker.

20                MS. HARRIS:  My name is Kiarra Harris,

21           resource worker.

22                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Okay.  And y'all can have a

23           seat.  It's going to take just a minute to review

24           these -- this paperwork.

25                MR. TOLLETTE:  This happened in 2000?
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1                MS. KATESSIA P.:  2002 and 2000.

2                MR. TOLLETTE:  22 years ago -- a round

3           figure?

4                MS. KATESSIA P.:  Around that time.

5                MR. WHATLEY:  2000 and 2002.

6                MR. HEIMER:  Ma'am, if you're approved and

7           have this child with you and the child

8           misbehaves, what disciplinary means have you

9           learned that you feel would be more appropriate?

10                MS. KATESSIA P.:  Well, people have been

11           talking about timeout, but I think he's so young.

12           I just -- I don't think he means timeout.  I just

13           tell him, “No, don't do that.”  And I talk to him

14           and explain to him why he can't do the things he

15           do.  But, I mean, he's a good baby.  A very good

16           baby.

17                MR. HEIMER:  Okay.

18                MR. TOLLETTE:  I saw where you are taking

19           martial arts.  Are you still doing that?

20                MS. KATESSIA P.:  No. I’m not.  I’m more

21           into the church now.  I’m more spiritual nowadays

22           --

23                MR. TOLLETTE:  Okay.

24                MS. KATESSIA P.:  -- than I was back then.

25           So I’m not in martial arts anymore.
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1                MR. TOLLETTE:  Did it help though?

2                MS. KATESSIA P.:  Yes.  Oh --

3                MR. TOLLETTE:  It really did?

4                MS. KATESSIA P.:  _-- my God.  Yes.  A whole

5           lot.

6                MR. TOLLETTE:  Okay.

7                MS. KATESSIA P.:  It helped a whole lot.

8                MR. TOLLETTE:  Did you get a chance to work

9           out with other people in front of you?

10                MS. KATESSIA P.:  Oh, yes.

11                MR. TOLLETTE:  Did that help with calming

12           down?

13                MS. KATESSIA P.:  Well, it’s not about the

14           working -- it's a mental thing.

15                MR. TOLLETTE:  Okay.

16                MS. KATESSIA P.:  It makes you really think

17           about your action.  It really makes you actually

18           go into your inner self and really think about

19           the things that you're doing.  What's in front of

20           you that teaches you how to balance your

21           attitude.  How to balance yourself as a person

22           and not stand -- and not get out of character

23           because a issue come around.  You know, it makes

24           you really think about things.  You really --

25           when you do martial art, that's the best thing
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1           for a person because it's a mental -- it’s a

2           spiritual thing.  And it helps so much.

3                MR. TOLLETTE:  How long did you do it?

4                MS. KATESSIA P.:  Oh my gosh.  I am a first-

5           degree black belt.

6                MR. TOLLETTE:  A while.

7                MS. KATESSIA P.:  So it has been a long

8           time.  It was a long time.  So -- yeah.

9                MR. TOLLETTE:  Thank you.  I’d like to

10           make a motion to accept the request of staff.

11                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Okay.  We have a motion.

12           Is there a second?

13                MS. MASSEY-FOTI:  I’ll second.

14                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  A second from Beverly.  Any

15           discussion?  All in favor say “Aye.”

16                   (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

17                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any opposed?  DCFS

18           abstains.  Congratulations.

19                MS. KATESSIA P.:  Thank you.

20 IV.  PERMISSIONS TO WORK:  CARLA M.

21                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:   We’re on No. 8; right?

22                MS. RUSS:  Number 8.

23                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:   You want to go ahead and

24           introduce yourself to the -- for the court

25           reporter --
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1                MS. EMERY:  Yes.
2                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:   -- and tell us why you’re
3           here.
4                MS. EMERY:  My name is Melissa Emery.  I’m a
5           resource worker for area 1.
6                MS. RUSS:  Okay.  And who are you
7           representing?
8                MS. EMERY:  And I'm representing --
9                MS. CARLA M.:  Carla.

10                MS. EMERY:  -- Carla.
11                MS. RUSS:  Ms. Carla?  Okay.  Thank you.
12                MR. TOLLETTE:  I’ll go out on a limb.  All
13           -- everything is paid?  All fines and everything
14           are paid?  No debts anywhere on anything?
15                MS. CARLA M.:  (Witness moves head side to
16                side)
17                MS. RUSS:  You need to speak for the court
18           reporter.
19                MS. CARLA:  No.  I don't owe nothing.
20                MS. RUSS:  Okay.
21                MR. WHATLEY:  I have got a quick question
22           for you.  It says you just decided to quit in
23           2012.  Obviously, you have got some reasons
24           listed there.  But you were just -- you were able
25           to do that?  You just made the decision on your

                              MCENTIRE,
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1    own that because of the reasons that you outlined
2    that you were going to quit, and you were just
3    able to do that?  Just pretty much on your own?
4         MS. CARLA M.:  Yeah.
5         MR. WHATLEY:  I was wondering if there was
6    any rehab or anything like that --
7         MS. CARLA M.:  No.
8         MR. WHATLEY:  -- took place?  You were just
9    able to -- okay.  Mr. Chairman, I'll make a

10    motion to approve request.
11         CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Motion to approve.  Is
12    there a second?
13         MR. TOLLETTE:  I second.
14         CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Seconded.  Any discussion?
15         MR. HEIMER:  I just -- real briefly.  Well,
16    discussion -- I'm noticing the prescription for
17    hydrocodone and the medical marijuana card.  It
18    could be a transference of --
19         MR. TOLLETTE:  Uh-huh.
20         MR. HEIMER:  -- some addictive behavior.  I
21    just want to note that --
22         MR. WHATLEY:  I understand.
23         MR. HEIMER:  -- but that's all I have to
24    say.
25         CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Okay.

MCENTIRE,
                               CCR
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1                MR. TOLLETTE:  Was staff aware of that?
2                (UNKNOWN SPEAKER):  Uh-huh.
3                MR. TOLLETTE:  Okay.
4                (UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER):  She has got some
5           chronic pains.
6                MS. RUSS:  Say that again.
7                (UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER):  Chronic pain.
8           That's what it's for.
9                MR. TOLLETTE:  The prescription?

10                (UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER):  Yes.
11                MR. TOLLETTE:  Okay.
12                (UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER):  Rheumatoid
13           arthritis.  My mom can barely hear you, but it's
14           rheumatoid arthritis.  I'm -- I take care of my
15           mother --
16                MR. TOLLETTE:  Okay.
17                (UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER):  -- in the home.  So
18           --
19                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any other comments --
20           discussion?  All in favor say “Aye.”
21                   (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
22                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any opposed?
23           Congratulations.
24                MS. CARLA M.:  Thank you.
25                (UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER):  Thank you guys so
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1  1            much.
2  2                 CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Number 9.
3  3                 (UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER):  I love children.  I
4  4            could never have kids, so I love children.  Thank
5  5            you, guys.
6  6                 MS. RUSS:  Bye, bye.
7  7  IV.  PERMISSIONS TO WORK:  CHRISTOPHER P.
8  8                 CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  This is 9?
9  9                 MS. RUSS:  Yes, this is 9.

10 10                 MS. EMERY:  My name is Melissa Emery with
11 11            area 1 Resource and I'm here with Christopher.
12

12                 MR. TOLLETTE:  Mr. Chairman, staff
13

13            recommends this and approves this.  To staff, you
14

14            know, when I read this -- we read this kind of
15

15            fast -- kind of all over the place for a minute.
16

16            You know, appearing -- seeing this and then
17

17            reading this and then it’s this and now I’m
18

18            confused.  So why did staff recommend?  How did
19

19            you all come to recommending --
20

20                 MS. EMERY:  So --
21

21                 MR. TOLLETTE:  -- this to be presented to
22

22            the Board?
23

23                 MS. EMERY:  It know it’s a true finding from
24

24            -- but the person that -- the victim, is his wife
25

25            now --
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1                MR. TOLLETTE:  Yes.

2                MS. EMERY:  -- and she -- well, I talked to

3           her.  And she was basically like, “Yeah, it was

4           not true.”

5                MR. TOLLETTE:  Okay.

6                MS. EMERY:  So --

7                MR. TOLLETTE:  This is why?

8                MS. EMERY:  Yes.

9                MR. TOLLETTE:  Okay.  Thank you.

10                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  I'll make a motion that we

11           approve this request.  Is there a second?

12                MR. TOLLETTE:  I’ll second.

13                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  I have a second.  Any

14           discussion?  All in favor say “Aye.”

15                   (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

16                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any opposed?

17                MR. HEIMER:  Nay.

18                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  DCFS abstains.

19           Congratulations.

20                (UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER):  Thank you.

21                MS. CARLA M.:  Thank you.

22                MS. RUSS:  Mr. Altom, just for the record.

23           I'm sorry.  We have someone from the Office of

24           Chief Counsel in place on the Michelle Brides-

25           Bell.  I'm sorry.  I thought you were (INAUDIBLE)
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1           but I'll let you introduce yourself for the court

2           reporter.

3                MS. DEBUSK:  Sarah Debusk, with the Office

4           of Chief Counsel, standing in for Michelle

5           Bridges.

6 IV.  PERMISSIONS TO WORK:  JAMEIKA H.

7                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Please state your name and

8           your purpose for the reporter.

9                MS. HARRIS:  Kiarra Harris, resource worker.

10                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Okay.

11                MS. RUSS:  And who do you have with you?

12                MS. HARRIS:  Oh --

13                MS. RUSS:  Just say first name.

14                MS. HARRIS:  This is Ms. Jameika H.

15                MR. TOLLETTE:  Is this 1996?

16                MS. JAMEIKA H.:  (Witness nods head up and

17           down)

18                MS. RUSS:  You have to speak for the court

19           reporter.

20                MS. JAMEIKA H.:  Yes, it is.

21                MR. TOLLETTE:  Okay.  Nothing since?

22                MS. JAMEIKA H.:  No.

23                MR. HEIMER:  This is -- I'm seeing 2019.

24                MR. WHATLEY:  Yeah.  That’s what I --

25                MS. JAMEIKA H.:  Are you saying is that my
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1           -- that's my birth -- 1996.

2                MR. WHATLEY:  She was born in 19 --

3                MR. TOLLETTE:  Oh, you were born in --

4                MS. JAMEIKA H.:  I was born in ‘96.

5                MR. TOLLETTE:  Okay.

6                MR. TOLLETTE:  Oh, okay.  Yeah.  I’m old.  I

7           got messed up here for a minute.  Sorry.  Thank

8           you, gentlemen.

9                MR. WHATLEY:  I saw your niece and nephew

10           are one and six?

11                MS. JAMEIKA H.:  Yes.

12                MR. WHATLEY:  Are they a handful?

13                MS. JAMEIKA H.:  Yes.

14                MR. WHATLEY:  I can imagine.

15                MR. TOLLETTE:  Mr. Chairman, I'd like to

16           make a motion that we accept the request of

17           staff.

18                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  I have a motion to approve.

19           Is there a second?

20                MR. WHATLEY:  Second.

21                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any discussion?  All in

22           favor say “Aye.”

23                   (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

24                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any opposed?  DCFS abstain

25           abstains.

Page 33

1                MS. JAMEIKA H.:  Thank you.

2 IV.  PERMISSIONS TO WORK:  AVERY R.

3                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Congratulations.  Number

4           11.  Go ahead and state your name and the purpose

5           for why you're here for the court reporter.

6                MS. WALKER:  Okay.  Takiyah Walker.  I'm

7           with area 3 and I'm here to represent Ms. Avery.

8           She is trying to become a foster parent.

9                MR. TOLLETTE:  So was it worth $200?

10                MS. AVERY R.:  Most definitely.  No, I’m

11           just kidding.  It was --

12                MR. TOLLETTE:  Oh, no.  You stick to your

13           guns.

14                MR. WHATLEY:  I’ll make a motion to approve

15           the request.

16                MR. HEIMER:  Second.

17                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  We have a motion and a

18           second.  Any discussion?  All in favor say “Aye.”

19                   (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

20                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  DCFS abstains. Any opposed.

21           Congratulations.

22                MS. AVERY R.:  Oh, that was -- that was

23           easy.

24                MS. WALKER:  Thank you guys.

25                MS. AVERY R.:  Thank you guys.
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1                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Thank you.

2 IV.  PERMISSIONS TO WORK:  CHRISTOPHER M.

3                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Number 12.

4                MS. RUSS:  Number 12.

5                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  If you'll state your name

6           for the court reporter and the purpose for why

7           you're here.

8                MS. HEWETT:  I’m Ginger Hewett and I’m the

9           resource worker in area 8, Green County/Clay

10           County and we’re today asking for Mr. Christopher

11           here permission to work with children.

12                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Okay.  I’ll make a motion

13           we approve this request.

14                MR. WHATLEY:  Second.

15                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any discussion?

16                MR. TOLLETTE:  None whatsoever.

17                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  All in favor, say ”Aye.”

18                   (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

19                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any opposed?

20           DCFS abstains.  Congratulations.

21                MR. CHRISOPHER M.:  Thank you.

22                MS. GINGER HEWETT:  Thank you so much.

23 IV.  PERMISSIONS TO WORK:  TINY J.

24                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Please state your name for

25           the court reporter.
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1                MS. DEBRA SHARP:  I’m Debra Sharp,

2           Department of Family Services.

3                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Okay.  And your purpose

4           here?

5                MS. DEBRA SHARP:  State your name.

6                MS. TINY J.:  Tiny J.

7                MR. TOLLETTE:  I know we had this

8           discussion.  What is 50 kid?

9                MR. HEIMER:  (INAUDIBLE)

10                MR. TOLLETTE:  I’ve got a clarification for

11           50 kid.  I know we had a discussion.  I’ve got to

12           clarify --

13                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Oh, okay.

14                MR. TOLLETTE:  -- with a good attorney.

15                MR. HEIMER:  I’m going to charge for that.

16                MR. TOLLETTE:   When was this in 1997?

17           Nothing since ’97.

18                MR. HEIMER:  Ma’am, the situation with the

19           infant child, that was clearly a long time ago.

20                MS. TINY J.:  Yes.

21                MR. HEIMER:  It -- I’m reading that it was

22           your husband at the time?

23                MS. TINY J.:  Yes.  I left him when I was

24           five months pregnant and then she came along, and

25           he wanted to visit.  So I let him take her.  When
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1           she came back, she was crying and crying.  I

2           thought she was crying because she had reflux.

3                MR. HEIMER:  Uh-huh.

4                MS. TINY J.:  So I took her to the hospital,

5           and they admitted her and found out she had

6           broken ribs and he admitted that he had done it

7           because he couldn’t get her to be quiet.

8                MR. HEIMER:  Are you still involved with

9           him?  Is he in --

10                MS. TINY J.:  Oh.  No, no, no.

11                MR. HEIMER:  Okay.

12                MS. TINY J.:  Yeah.  It was ’91 when we

13           divorced.

14                MR. HEIMER:  Uh-huh.

15                MS. TINY J.:  Like December of ‘91, I think

16           it was.  Don’t hold me to that, but I think

17           that’s when it was.

18                MR. TOLLETTE:  And how is the child now as

19           far as --

20                MS. TINY J.:  She’s got kids six of her own.

21                MR. TOLLETTE:  Okay.  All right.  Doing

22           well?

23                MS. TINY J.:  Yes.

24                MR. TOLLETTE:  Okay.

25                MS. DOHERTY:  Define well.
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1                MS. TINY J.:  She’s 31.

2                MR. TOLLETTE:  Wow.  Okay.  I’ll make a

3           motion Mr. Chairman that we accept the request.

4                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  I have a motion to accept.

5                MR. HEIMER:  Second.

6                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  We have a second.  Any

7           discussion?  All in favor, say “Aye.”

8                   (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

9                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any opposed?

10           Congratulations.

11                MS. TINY J.:  Thank you.

12                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  DCFS abstains.

13                MR. HEIMER:  Thank you.

14 IV.  PERMISSIONS TO WORK:  AMANDA R.

15                (UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER):  Number 14 is not

16           here.

17                MS. RUSS:  So the resource worker for number

18           14 is here; her client is not here.  So I’ll let

19           her explain what’s going on.

20                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Okay.  All right.

21                MS. TINY J.:  Thanks y’all.

22                MR. HEIMER:  Thank you.

23                MS. RUSS:  Thank you.  Raveen?

24                MS. TAYLOR:  I’m Raveen.  Sorry.

25                MS. RUSS:  If you could just let them know
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1           what’s going on with your client?

2                MS. TAYLOR:  Okay, yeah.  So Ms. Richardson

3           was supposed to be here in June for her initial

4           Review Board hearing and she was not able to make

5           it.  And I talked to her all day today, calling

6           her multiple times and she answered up until

7           about 11:30.  And she said she would be here

8           today and now she’s not answering and it’s going

9           straight to voicemail.  And I’ve communicated

10           today to her several times, like, emails, texts,

11           calls, like the last couple of weeks.

12                MS. RUSS:  Yeah.

13                MR. TOLLETTE:  I didn’t do all my homework.

14           And you’re requesting what from the Commission --

15           from the Board for her?  What is the request?

16                MS. TAYLOR:  It’s permission to work with

17           children.  She had criminal charges.

18                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  How long ago were the

19           criminal charges?

20                MS. TAYLOR:  2012.

21                MS. DOHERTY:  I think she has to be here to

22           present her charges with it.

23                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Yeah.

24                MS. DOHERTY:  I would think so.

25                MR. HEIMER:  I would move that we let her
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1           try again next time, I guess.

2                MS. DOHERTY:  Is this is not the second time

3           she’s missed?  We’ve already done one trial of

4           two months.  I’m just saying --

5                MR. HEIMER:  No.  I --

6                MS. DOHERTY:  -- until you’ve got all the

7           facts, we -- now we’re to four months out.

8                MS. TAYLOR:  And she does have a child

9           placed in her home already.  So --

10                MR. TOLLETTE:  Beg your pardon?

11                MS. TAYLOR:  The child is already placed in

12           her home.

13                MR. TOLLETTE:  But she didn’t show up?

14                MS. TAYLOR:  Right.

15                MR. TOLLETTE:  And this is the second time?

16                MS. TAYLOR:  Yes, sir.

17                MR. TOLLETTE:  Just a discussion Mr. Chair.

18           Sandi --

19                MS. JEFFREY:  Is this child her relative?

20                MS. RUSS:  Yes.

21                MS. TAYLOR:  It’s fictive kin.  The child is

22           her ex-partner’s daughter.  And so they -- she

23           dated his dad for a while.

24                MS. JEFFREY:  How old is this child?

25                MS. TAYLOR:  She turns 18 on the 12th.
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1                MS. JEFFREY:  Of?

2                MS. TAYLOR:  September.

3                MR. TOLLETTE:  18?

4                MS. MASSEY-FOTI:  So could that possibly be

5           it?  The child will no longer be in care at 18;

6           right?

7                MS. DOHERTY:  No.

8                MS. TAYLOR:  I think she --

9                MS. DOHERTY:  You can stay in care until

10           you’re 21.

11                MS. TAYLOR:  Yeah.  I think she’s in --

12                MS. MASSEY-FOTI:  As long as you’re in

13           school or --

14                MS. DOHERTY:  Working, in school -- we let

15           them stay if they don’t (INAUDIBLE) anything.

16                MS. RUSS:  So according to licensing, they

17           will be out of compliance if she remains in the

18           home without an approval.  So --

19                MR. HEIMER:  I’m curious.  What’s the charge

20           for in 2012?

21                MS. DOHERTY:  She can’t present her --

22                MR. HEIMER:  Oh, okay.

23                MS. DOHERTY:  -- her charges.

24                MR. HEIMER:  I understand.  I apologize.

25                MS. JEFFREY:  How long has this child been
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1           with her?

2                MS. TAYLOR:  Since about mid-May.

3                MR. TOLLETTE:  So, Sandi, again, from a DHS

4           standpoint, this is the second time.

5                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  I’ll make a motion that we

6           extend the temporary approval until another

7           placement can be found or she can -- DCFS is

8           convinced she’ll show up a third time.

9                MS. DOHERTY:  You got that?

10                MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.

11                MR. TOLLETTE:  And I’ll second that.

12                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Is there a second?

13                MR. TOLLETTE:  I’ll second that.

14                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any discussion?  Any more?

15           I know that’s kicking the can down the road, but

16           we’re talking about the placement of a child that

17           I think doesn’t seem to be -- there’s not been a

18           problem so far?

19                MS. TAYLOR:  Right.  So her previous

20           placement, she would always run away and go back

21           to this current placement’s home -- this home and

22           so they just decided to try to just make her a

23           placement -- an individual placement so she can

24           stay there.  And she’s been staying there.

25                MR. HEIMER:  Second.
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1                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  I have a motion and a

2           second.  Any more dismission?  All those in

3           favor, say “Aye.”

4                   (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

5                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any opposed?  That is a

6           temporary -- she understands that.

7                MS. TAYLOR:  All right.

8                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  And if you’re not -- if

9           you’re not convinced that she’s going to show up,

10           we need to find another placement.

11                MS. TAYLOR:  Okay.

12                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  This is it.

13                MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you.

14                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  14?  Is that right?

15 IV.  PERMISSIONS TO WORK:  BENITO S.

16                MS. RUSS:  No.  15.

17                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  15.

18                MS. RUSS:  Felicia, 15.

19                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Please state your name and

20           the purpose of why you’re here.

21                MS. MASON:  Katese Mason.  Here requesting

22           permission to work with children for Benito S.

23                MR. HEIMER:  Mr. S., it doesn’t look like

24           you’ve been in any trouble for over 20 years now.

25           Do you use narcotics?
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1                MR. BENITO S.:  (Witness moves head side to

2           side)

3                MR. HEIMER:  How long has it been since you

4           did?

5                MR. BENITO S.:  Probably about -- since I

6           was a kid, you know, when I was younger.  So --

7           probably the last time I was in trouble, you know

8           back then, you know.  So I would say the ‘90s.

9                MR. HEIMER:  I’ll move to accept the

10           recommendation.

11                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  We have a motion to accept.

12           Is there a second?

13                MR. TOLLETTE:  I’ll second.

14                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  We have a second.  Any

15           discussion?  Questions?  All those in favor, say

16           “Aye.”

17                   (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

18                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any opposed?  DCFS

19           abstains.  Congratulations.

20                MR. BENITO S.:  Thank you.

21                MS. MASON:  Thank you.

22 IV.  PERMISSIONS TO WORK:  DEMETRIUS M.

23                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  16.  If you would state

24           your name and the purpose for -- you’re here for

25           the court reporter?

Page 44

1                MS. WRIGHT:  My name is Monique Wright and

2           I’m with Mr. Demetrius M. and they’re here for

3           permission to work.

4                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  If you want to have a seat,

5           this will take us a few minutes.

6                MS. WRIGHT:  Yes, sir.

7                MR. TOLLETTE:  I’m hoping I’m right on this.

8           But Mr. M., there haven’t been any incidents

9           since the 90’s -- 80’s, 90’s?

10                MR. DEMETRIUS M.:  Say again, sir?

11                MR. TOLLETTE:  Haven’t had any problems

12           since when?  When was the last time you had any

13           difficulty like, charges?

14                MR. DEMETRIUS M.:  Drug charges or anything

15           like that?

16                MR. TOLLETTE:  Yeah.  The last time.

17                MR. DEMETRIUS M.:  -- any kind of charges?

18                MR. TOLLETTE:  Yeah.

19                MR. EMETRIUS M.:  2007 when I got out the

20           penitentiary.

21                MR. TOLLETTE:  Okay.  And the first incident

22           was like when you were 14; right?

23                MR. DEMETRIUS M.:  Yeah.  When I was 14.

24           Yes, sir.

25                MR. TOLLETTE:  I’m just trying to figure out

Page 45

1           how long it’s been.

2                MR. DEMETRIUS M.:  Uh-huh.

3                MR. TOLLETTE:  Okay.  Thank you.  And you

4           have a relationship with the children?

5                MR. DEMETRIUS M.:  Yes, sir.

6                MR. TOLLETTE:  They’re respectful to you?

7                MR. DEMETRIUS M.:  Yes, sir.

8                MR. TOLLETTE:  You like them?

9                MR. DEMETRIUS M.:  Love them.

10                MR. TOLLETTE:  You do?

11                MR. DEMETRIUS M.:  Yes, sir.

12                MR. TOLLETTE:  You give them your money?

13                MR. DEMETRIUS M.:  All the time.  That’s why

14           I work.

15                MR. TOLLETTE:  You made a mistake?

16                MR. DEMETRIUS M.:  Yes, sir.  I mean, that

17           was a long time ago.

18                MR. TOLLETTE:  Yeah.

19                MR. DEMETRIUS M.:  Yes, sir.

20                MR. TOLLETTE:  Yeah.  You know, if they

21           could open up the book on some of us a long time

22           ago, we not be sitting here either.

23                MR. DEMETRIUS M.:  Yes, sir.

24                MR. TOLLETTE:  Mr. Chairman, I’d like to

25           make a motion that we accept the request to
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1           staff.

2                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  We have a motion.  Is there

3           a second?  I’ll make the second.  Any discussion?

4           All those in favor, say “Aye.”

5                   (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

6                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any opposed?  DCFS

7           abstains.  Congratulations.

8                MR. DEMETRIUS M.:  Thank you, sir.

9                MS. MONIQUE WRIGHT:  Thank you.

10                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Am I correct, this is the

11           -- that was the last permission to work with?

12                MS. RUSS:  That is correct.

13 V.  INTRODUCTION OF EXHIBIT A:  TEMPORARY APPROVALS

14                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  So we’ve moved to the

15           summary of Exhibit A, temporary approvals.  I’ll

16           entertain a motion to accept the Exhibit A.

17                (WHEREUPON, Exhibit A was marked for

18           identification and is attached hereto.)

19                MS. DOHERTY:  I make a motion to accept

20           Exhibit “A”.

21                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  I have a motion is there a

22           second?

23                MS. MASSEY-FOTI:  I’ll second.

24                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any discussion?  How did

25           this -- I just have a point of clarification.
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1    For some reason DHS emails -- and this is --
2    they’re coming in really late to -- almost the
3    next day after you sent them.  I was wondering if
4    anybody else is experiencing that?
5         MS. DOHERTY:  Some are, and I’m not sure
6    why.  They’re -- we’ve noticed that too.  Like,
7    Mischa sends emails at, like, 11:00 at night and
8    then expects we already had them and doing -- and
9    we didn’t get them and they’re not -- I don’t

10    know.  They’re bundling up and then coming out.
11    I don’t know.  But it is happening.
12         MS. JEFFREY:  You’re talking like from us to
13    you?
14         CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  I’m talking from -- but it
15    is -- it’s not --
16         MS. DOHERTY:  But this is us to anybody.
17         MS. JEFFREY:  Oh.
18         MS. DOHERTY:  They’re -- I don’t know what’s
19    happening to them.
20         MS. RUSS:  We had that issue two weeks ago
21    from our --
22         MS. DOHERTY:  We took (INAUDIBLE) off and
23    then I don’t know what happened.
24         MS. RUSS:  -- he doesn’t get them until 24
25    hours later.

MCENTIRE,
                               CCR
                    (
                     501)
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1                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  That’s -- that is our case

2           --

3                MS. RUSS:  Okay.

4                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  -- and it seems to be

5           primarily with all the DHS emails.  But it --

6           we’ve asked our IT department to look at it and

7           to put tracers on it and we can -- as nearest we

8           can tell, it must be on your end because we’re

9           showing where --

10                MS. DOHERTY:  I don’t know what it is.

11                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  -- as soon as it comes into

12           our spam catcher or whatever, it logs and then it

13           logs whenever it hits the email browser.  There’s

14           not much time difference between the two.  But

15           the reason I’m bringing this up is because it

16           does create a problem when you’re sending stuff

17           out.  And the only way I knew that some stuff had

18           been sent out is when Beverly replies back to

19           reply all, I can see, well oh -- they sent that.

20           But in my browser, I’m not getting it, but you’re

21           getting it.  And so I don’t know -- and so that’s

22           why we addressed that with our IT department.

23           But I was just curious while --

24                MR. HEIMER:  I haven’t noticed anything.

25                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  -- we’re talking about
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1           Exhibit A here because that was part of -- that

2           was a little bit cumbersome trying to get

3           information.  But it worked out and I was just

4           curious to know if anybody else --

5                MS. DOHERTY:  I don’t know.  But it has --

6           some of them have been.  And actually even the

7           emails, if we keep a, like an email string-thread

8           going, if it gets too much, it won’t send them

9           out.  You have to start completely over, chop

10           everything off and start over.  They’re not going

11           out.

12                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Okay.

13                MS. JEFFREY:  So we can ask -- we’ll ask the

14           IT like if there’s -- because it sounds like it’s

15           something, like we’re sending to you, maybe we’re

16           having to go through some filter --

17                MS. DOHERTY:  Yeah.  Maybe.

18                MS. JEFFREY:  -- before we ever send it out

19           or something.

20                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  That -- our IT guys wanted

21           to know if you all could check and see and then

22           --

23                MS. JEFFREY:  Uh-huh.  Okay.  I can ask.

24                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  -- I can give you a contact

25           on our end to try to coordinate that, but it is
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1           -- either that or Ebony, you work on a lot of

2           late nights.

3                MS. RUSS:  I’m not on there at 1:00 in the

4           morning.

5                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  -- if you’re sending stuff

6           at 3:00 in the morning?

7                MS. RUSS:  No.

8                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  But anyways, I bring that

9           up as part of the discussion on Exhibit A because

10           I didn’t know if everybody had a chance to submit

11           that.  Just wanted to make sure that was clear

12           before we voted.  If not, all in favor, say

13           “Aye.”

14                   (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

15                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any opposed?  Okay.

16           Presentation of PRTF updates?  Sharra, are you

17           doing it?

18 VI.  PRESENTATION OF PRTF UPDATES

19                MS. LITZSEY:  I’m Sharra Litzsey, program

20           manager for the psychiatric residential programs.

21           I wanted to provide an update on a couple of our

22           programs.  Perimeter of Forrest City remains on

23           the letter of reprimand.  They are continuing to

24           make some progress towards the issue that caused

25           them to be on this letter of reprimand.  Then I
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1           want to update you guys on Perimeter of the

2           Ozarks.  They were placed on a corrective action

3           agreement in June of 2022.  There have been some

4           improvements with the buildings and grounds

5           portion that caused them to be on the corrective

6           action agreement.  We are still working on them

7           with some of the other items that caused them to

8           be on that corrective action agreement.  And that

9           is all that I have.

10                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Okay.  Any questions?

11 VII. OTHER BUSINESS:  ACT 276

12                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  All right.  Other business.

13           My understanding is you’re not prepared to talk

14           about Act 276.  We can defer that to another

15           agenda.

16                MS. FARRIS:  Mr. Chair, does that -- is this

17           concerning the proxy issue?

18                MS. RUSS:  The proxy and --

19                MS. JEFFREY:  And the attendance.  Like we

20           have to keep record of attendance now.  That’s

21           part of it too.

22                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  And it’s the report that

23           goes to the Commission.  You have to submit a

24           Board report every year and I think it has to do

25           with attendance, but also some other stuff.  I
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1           looked at it -- glanced at it before I came here,

2           but I think we’re probably going to be okay for

3           -- to move this on the agenda to the next

4           meeting.  We have somebody that’s prepared to

5           brief and answer questions.

6                MS. JEFFREY:  Yes, Mr. -- because Michelle

7           is our expert on it and she --

8                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Yeah.

9                MS. JEFFREY:  -- unfortunately had an

10           emergency --

11                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Right.

12                MS. JEFFREY:  -- so we decided we would see

13           if we could put it off until next time.

14 VII. OTHER BUSINESS:  WATER TESTING

15                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  So we’ll move that to the

16           next agenda.  Then next up is water testing.

17           Ebony?

18                MS. RUSS:  Yes, sir.  So I’m Ebony Russ with

19           the licensing unit.  We have received information

20           that the Arkansas Department of Health is no

21           longer testing the water for our foster homes and

22           agencies.  So that goes against Standard 208.3

23           which indicates the foster home shall have a

24           continuous supply of sanitary drinking water.  If

25           the source is not a municipal water system, the
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1           water shall be tested and approved annually by

2           the Arkansas Department of Health.  The approval

3           shall be kept in a foster home’s case record.  So

4           they are no longer doing those.

5                MR. TOLLETTE:  The Health Department is no

6           longer doing it?

7                MS. RUSS:  The Health Department.  So we

8           were wanting to know how to move forward on that.

9           Just kind of get some guidance from you all.  In

10           the meantime, what we’ve been doing is just

11           allowing the few that we have had to go to, like,

12           a Home Depot source, Lowe’s, and just get a water

13           testing kit.  We kind of -- we just kind of read

14           those results, but --

15                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Is there a recommendation

16           from the Health Department on what type of

17           in-home test -- like is it a certified test?  Is

18           there something that they recommend?

19                MS. RUSS:  No.  I mean they just basically

20           say they can go to Home Depot and get tests done.

21                MS. JEFFREY:  They’re just not doing them

22           anymore.  So --

23                MS. RUSS:  Right.  They lost their funding

24           to do those.

25                MR. WHATLEY:  Are there private entities
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1           that do that?

2                MS. RUSS:  There are some, but from the

3           information I received, they’re very costly.

4                MS. DOHERTY:  We’ve paid for a few of those

5           in the past.  This came up before quite a while

6           ago.  Certain health departments that we don’t

7           have the staff and we’re not doing it anymore.

8           So in the state, some places just quit.  It

9           wasn’t the whole state.  And so then we had to

10           scurry around, and we paid some private providers

11           to do it.  But it -- it could get real expensive

12           that way.

13                MR. WHATLEY:  Are there a lot of foster

14           homes within the state that are not on municipal

15           water?

16                MS. RUSS:  I’m not sure.  I don’t think

17           there are.

18                MS. DOHERTY:  It’s kind of by area.  It

19           depends on the location within the county.

20                MR. HEIMER:  How often do these tests fail?

21           I mean, when they’ve done them in the past, do

22           they -- do we get a lot of failures, or do they

23           mostly pass?

24                MS. DOHERTY:  Well, I mean I used to have a

25           well.  I lived in southern Arkansas, and when
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1           we’d have really bad floods --

2                MR. HEIMER:  Uh-huh.

3                MS. DOHERTY:  -- mine wouldn’t pass, and

4           then we’d have to have someone come out and

5           they’d have to bleach and do the well --

6                MR. HEIMER:  Uh-huh.

7                MS. DOHERTY:  -- just because of the

8           flooding.  So it kind of depends on --

9                MR. HEIMER:  Yeah.

10                MS. JEFFREY:  Because that was our other

11           concern is even if we -- like what happens when

12           it doesn’t pass?

13                MS. DOHERTY:  Uh-huh.

14                MS. JEFFREY:  So let’s say we say you can do

15           Home Depot, but then what happens if that water’s

16           --

17                MS. DOHERTY:  Well, it’s kind of like until

18           tested, or if they’re not on accepted, they have

19           to bring water in.  You know we’ve got a thing

20           where they have to sign that they’ll provide

21           bottled water, and they have to cook with it.

22                MR. TOLLETTE:  Right.

23                MS. DOHERTY:  And we do have some homes that

24           do that.  They’re relatives, but we do have some

25           homes that do that.
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1                MS. JEFFREY  But not very many; right?

2                MS. DOHERTY:  Huh-huh.

3                MS. JEFFREY:  And if they -- I don’t believe

4           they have any intention of starting back either.

5           Do they Ebony?  I don’t --

6                MS. RUSS:  They didn’t give that

7           information.  So --

8                MS. JEFFREY:  Yeah.  I think if they’re --

9                MR. TOLLETTE:  You know, the health

10           department many years ago got in trouble by the

11           Federal Clean Water Act and I was the guinea pig

12           for that.  And it was a $50,000 fine and seven

13           years in the pen, and I was going to tell all the

14           brothers that I was in there for bad water.  So

15           I’ve been through these things -- really

16           seriously.  And this can become more serious if

17           the feds get involved because the feds will hold

18           up the state health department and I had to work

19           with Winston Bryant so that’s how far back I go.

20           Soon as I heard you say bad water, I started

21           having these -- I fought that for three years.  I

22           would go to Central Arkansas Water.  And I think

23           we need to go to our legislatures on it because

24           it could turn into a bigger thing than we’re

25           thinking about because if the feds get involved
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1           in it -- they got involved with me and I don’t

2           know why.  I just kept my mouth shut and I got

3           by, but it wound up costing me $50,000.

4                MS. DOHERTY:  I guess my question would be

5           are they not testing anybody’s water out there

6           ever anymore or is it just our foster homes and

7           our whatever’s that we’re asking for?  Is it, I’m

8           Sandi citizen and I want my well tested -- I

9           don’t have a well now but -- want it tested, will

10           the health department come out to my house?

11                MS. RUSS:  No.

12                MS. DOHERTY:  So they’re not doing any

13           testing?

14                MS. RUSS:  No.

15                MR. TOLLETTE:  The other way I got away, or

16           part of it, was that test that they were

17           requiring -- as long as I didn’t have over 25

18           people on site, and the water showed that it was

19           chlorinated, I was able to get by.  But I had

20           more than that with the camp.  So I don’t know if

21           I’m helping or not, but I just -- I get paranoid

22           when you start talking about bad water.

23                MS. MASSEY-FOTI:  When did they stop?  Do

24           you know?

25                MS. RUSS:  This has maybe been a couple of
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1           months ago since we received this information.

2           Maybe June.

3                MR. HEIMER:  How much is it to do the

4           testing at -- if you go to Lowe’s and you buy the

5           kit?

6                MS. RUSS:  I’m not sure.  I don’t think they

7           were pretty -- they weren’t --

8                MS. DEBUSK:  Aren’t they free?

9                MS. RUSS:  No.  They’re not free.  You have

10           to pay for them.  Not much.  I think about

11           between $14 and $30, maybe?

12                MR. HEIMER:  Okay.  So not a huge burden if

13           we had -- if there was an allowance for people to

14           do their own tests?

15                MS. RUSS:  Our thing is who is going to read

16           those?

17                (UNKNOWN SPEAKER):  Right.

18                MS. MASSEY-FOTI:  Didn’t the -– oh what is

19           it?  It’s the rural cooperative extension service

20           or something like that, don’t they do testing of

21           wells?

22                MS. RUSS:  Of that I’m not sure.

23                MS. MASSEY-FOTI:  At least in rural

24           communities.  They once did.  They may not any

25           longer.
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1                MR. TOLLETTE:  You know Mr. Chairman,

2           because I really am paranoid over this thing on

3           water, if you haven’t gone through that kind of

4           experience, you don’t know how bad it can get.  I

5           think the attorney general needs to look at this

6           in terms of what are the liabilities for us.

7           What are the liabilities for the facilities if

8           they don’t have a good test, then who is going to

9           pay for that?  Who is going to be sued?  Who is

10           going to be, you know, put out to pasture?  I

11           mean maybe I’m making it too big.  But if you get

12           bad tests, who monitors the tests?  And how do

13           you know the Home Depot test really works to a

14           health standard?

15                MS. FARRIS:  Yeah.  The AG’s office doesn’t

16           really investigate things like that.  And the

17           facilities --

18                MR. TOLLETTE:  Okay.

19                MS. FARRIS:  -- would have -- they should

20           have I would think their own insurance --

21                MR. TOLLETTE:  Okay.

22                MS. FARRIS:  -- that would take care of that

23           if they’re sued.  And as far as the Board goes,

24           you all have immunity as far -- as long as you

25           don’t act with malice.
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1                MR. TOLLETTE:  Right.  I’m just really mad

2           at the Health Department right now.  I mean --

3           you know.  They’re going to put the public out

4           there because we’re not doing it anymore.

5                MR. WHATLEY:  When the Department of Health

6           was doing the testing and if you found a well

7           that was out of compliance, what was the

8           procedure from that point once they found that it

9           was out of compliance?  Did -- have -- was there

10           a certain amount of time that the --

11                MS. RUSS:  Yes.  They would have had --

12                MR. WHATLEY:  -- foster parent had?

13                MS. RUSS:  -- time to correct the issue and

14           in the meantime would have put in a safety fail

15           like --

16                MS. DOHERTY:  Bottled water.

17                MS. RUSS:  -- saying they have to purchase

18           bottled water for drinking and cooking and

19           cleaning and such.  So -- but that was kind of

20           the plan at the time.

21                MS. JEFFREY:  And they’re everywhere from

22           $18 to $40, I guess depending on.

23                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  So do you propose to

24           propose just to stay with what you guys are doing

25           -- currently doing until we get this ironed out?
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1           Is that -- you’re asking for our --

2                MS. JEFFREY:  I guess so because we would --

3           we don’t -- we definitely don’t want to put any,

4           you know, children out, but we also want them to

5           have safe water.  So --

6                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Sounds to me like that’s

7           the only other option we have --

8                MS. JEFFREY:  Uh-huh.

9                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  -- is to do the over the

10           counter.

11                MS. RUSS:  They could utilize over the

12           counter testing for water?

13                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Until we can come up with a

14           better plan.

15                MS. RUSS:  Okay.

16                MR. TOLLETTE:  And then we might have to

17           take bottled water for drinking and everything

18           else, washing and cleaning and bathing, you know,

19           to all the providers.

20                MR. WHATLEY:  But that’s the responsibility

21           of the foster parent or the residential facility.

22                MR. TOLLETTE:  Yeah.

23                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  For their license.  Yeah.

24                MR. WHATLEY:  Right.

25                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  I think so.
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1                MR. WHATLEY:  I agree.

2                MS. JEFFREY:  Because right now they’re out

3           of compliance, so if we check and they don’t have

4           it right.  Isn’t that right?

5                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Are you needing that on the

6           record or anything or is that just a discussion?

7                MS. RUSS:  Yes.  If you can put it on the

8           record, please.

9                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Does anybody want to make

10           the motion to allow for that in light of the --

11                MR. TOLLETTE:  If I could figure out how to

12           say it.

13                MS. DOHERTY:  Well, I will.  I’ll make a

14           motion that the Board approve -- as long as the

15           Health Department is not doing the testing and

16           refusing to -- that the Board approve the water

17           testing kits that can be purchased over the

18           counter and then follow the same steps should

19           they come back not clear.

20                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Okay.  Is there a second?

21                MR. WHATLEY:  I’ll second that.

22                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  We have a second.  Any more

23           discussion?  All in favor, say “Aye.”

24                   (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

25                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any opposed?
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1 VII. OTHER BUSINESS:  ACT 772

2                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Act 772.  This was I

3           believe the -- to be ---

4                MS. FARRIS:  Yes and --

5                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  -- are you going to get

6           educated?

7                MS. FARRIS:  Well, I learned Michelle had

8           already I believe opined on this that it -- and

9           according to the -- just the plain wording of the

10           statute, it would apply “ -- this shall terminate

11           -- ” after nonoperation for one year, it applies

12           to all licenses.

13                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  All licenses?

14                MS. FARRIS:  All of them.

15                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Even though the Act

16           specifically states PRTFs?

17                MS. FARRIS:  Well, it doesn’t actually.  It

18           says, “The Board shall terminate the license of a

19           licensee that has not been in operation for a

20           consecutive 12-month period.”

21                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  In context though, is that

22           not -- I think that was our question.  You’re

23           saying that it’s any --

24                MS. FARRIS:  Yeah.  Any licensee.

25                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Okay.
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1                MS. FARRIS:  So to the extent that that

2           hasn’t happened, if there’s been an extension

3           that shouldn’t have been granted, the Board may

4           want to consider revisiting that.

5                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  There’s been extensions?

6                MS. RUSS:  No.  I don’t think so.

7                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Okay.

8                MS. RUSS:  I do have a question about it.

9           So okay, if we terminate a license and by the

10           next month, so would they have to apply for

11           another -- like get another application going or,

12           like, what is -- what does that process look like

13           to -- if they want to reopen or have it licensed

14           again?

15                MS. DOHERTY:  I would think so.  Wouldn’t

16           they have to --

17                MR. HEIMER:  Start over.

18                MS. DOHERTY:  -- reapply?

19                MS. RUSS:  Reapply?

20                MS. FARRIS:  I would think so.  We’d really

21           need to talk to Michelle about that.

22                MR. HEIMER:  Is there a definition of in

23           operation?

24                MS. JEFFREY:  Been inactive for a year,

25           correct?  Let me get my book in here with me.
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1                MS. FARRIS:  Uh-huh.

2                MS. JEFFREY:  And then after a year, same

3           thing with childcare, if you become inactive for

4           a year --

5                MS. FARRIS:  Uh-huh.

6                MS. JEFFREY:  -- and then after a year, you

7           have to do something.  And with this, you just

8           close.

9                MS. FARRIS:  Yeah.  I mean if they haven’t

10           been in operation for a consecutive 12-month

11           period then --

12                MR. WHATLEY:  Just --

13                MS. FARRIS:  -- you have to --

14                MR. WHATLEY:  as a refresher though.  Part

15           of the question on this -- people who have

16           multiple licenses.  And so just an example,

17           someone that holds a residential license also

18           holds transitional living license, emergency

19           license, childcare placement.  And there could be

20           times for example in one like on transitional

21           living in our facility.  Because of the ages of

22           the children, there could be a 12-month, 18-month

23           period that no one is in our transitional home

24           but we’re still needing it.  But the age of the

25           population of our kids has not warranted the use

17 (Pages 62 - 65)

Bushman Reporting 800-556-8974
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com



Page 66

1           of the transitional living for a period of time.

2           We’re not wanting to do away with our license.

3           We need to keep the license because there is

4           going to be a point in time that we’re going to

5           utilize transitional, but it could be after --

6           has many times been after a 12-month period --

7           and then, you know, within 18 months --

8                MS. RUSS:  So --

9                MR. WHATLEY:  -- or 24 months or --

10                MS. RUSS:  So as far as --

11                MR. WHATLEY:  -- whatever, it’s needed

12           again.

13                MS. RUSS:  So as far as licensing, if you

14           have the license that has the multiple licenses

15           on that license and you’re utilizing one of those

16           licenses -- one or two -- I have not made any

17           decisions on terminating the license because it’s

18           something is being -- it’s operational as far as

19           like either residential or transitional.

20                MR. WHATLEY:  Right.

21                MS. RUSS:  Maybe you’re not using the

22           adoption license.  I have not made a decision to

23           terminate that adoption license because the

24           license is still being operated.  I think I’m

25           saying that right.
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1                MR. WHATLEY:  Okay.  So if you’re holding --

2           I mean, if you’ve got at least one of your

3           licenses that are active, just because you

4           haven’t utilized within 12 months -- whether it’s

5           child placement or transition or emergency or

6           whatever --

7                MS. RUSS:  Now I don’t know if it’s right,

8           but that’s the way I’ve been doing it.

9                MS. FARRIS:  Yeah.  The statute reads that

10           it would be license dependent.  So for instance

11           -- so if you’ve got a license, or more than one,

12           and you haven’t used one of them in over 12

13           months, that one would have to be terminated, but

14           the rest would not.

15                MS. DOHERTY:  Oh.  Well, that’s not what you

16           said.

17                MR. WHATLEY:  Yeah.  That’s different from

18           what Ebony was saying.

19                MS. FARRIS:  I mean, that’s how I read it.

20                MS. RUSS:  Okay.  So that means I would have

21           to through the licensing --

22                MR. WHATLEY:  Right.

23                MS. RUSS:  -- and if I determine or we find

24           out that one of the licenses has not been

25           operating, then we would have to go ahead and
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1           motion to have that license terminated.

2                MR. WHATLEY:  Yeah.

3                MS. MASSEY-FOTI:  I think then the question

4           comes for him or for any of them, they haven’t

5           used the license; you terminate the license.

6           What’s the process then if six months later, they

7           need that license again?  Is it the whole lengthy

8           to redo?  I mean, what --

9                MS. RUSS:  Yeah, that was my question.  I

10           think she said they would have to reapply.

11                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  But I mean, I think if you

12           -- you said you were going to have

13           recertification on it --

14                MS. FARRIS:  No.  My understanding of the

15           issue was only if the statute applies to just

16           PRTFs or if it applies to all licenses.

17                MR. TOLLETTE:  What -- didn’t we talk about

18           licenses being inactive for a period of time?

19                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  This is -- Mischa –

20                MS. FARRIS:  Yeah.  Not in operation.

21                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  -- Mischa was kind of

22           behind this.  I remember when she got the

23           legislature to run that, and it was about PRTFs

24           and that’s why I think -- I’m worried that it’s

25           written to where it can be applied to everything
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1           because I don’t think that was the intent of the

2           legislation.  And I’m wondering if we could get

3           it amended.  If, you know, Mischa could talk to

4           --

5                MS. DOHERTY:  I don’t know.  I think we’ve

6           already got our packet together for anything.  I

7           mean, I can ask her and talk to her.  I know a

8           legislative packet we’ve already been working on.

9           So -- but I’ll ask -- I’ll talk to her.  I know

10           what you’re saying, and we didn’t want places to

11           hold beds and never use them and then someone

12           else -- because there’s just so many beds that

13           can be had and then someone else can’t have beds

14           -- was the intent.  These things aren’t based on

15           beds.

16                MR. TOLLETTE:  Right.

17                MS. DOHERTY:  -- license so I know what

18           you’re saying too.

19                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  And I remember specifically

20           having a conversation with her about this when

21           they were getting ready to run it.

22                MS. DOHERTY:  Uh-huh.

23                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  And -- because she asked.

24           She said do you guys have a problem with that.  I

25           said no, I agree with you -- that if you’re not
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1           using those beds --

2                MS. DOHERTY:  Give them up to someone --

3                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  -- you need to give them up

4           to a provider that has the capacity to use them.

5           But I never understood it to be that -- and I’ll

6           give you an example and I think I’ve used this

7           before.  We have that transitional -- or the

8           supervised independent living home.  It can only

9           be staffed by one person.  And we’ve been

10           advertising up in Fayetteville, but it’s been

11           over a year now that we haven’t been able to find

12           somebody so technically, is it considered --

13                MS. DOHERTY:  Over a year?  Not used?

14                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Yeah.  It’s -- we’ve been

15           advertising for a position for over a year.  So

16           is that now no longer a viable option?  And I

17           know Mischa doesn’t know this because she

18           contacted me about some of our closed facilities,

19           saying “Hey, I know you have some licensed beds,

20           can we use them?”  And I told her no, we’d

21           already sold a couple of those facilities.  But I

22           think she was under the impression that the

23           license was still good for those type facilities.

24                MR. HEIMER:  It seems like the lowest

25           barrier would be to redefine operational.  So to
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1           keep something operational for a year, could the

2           area you’re not using, could doing a training

3           once a year -- could something be its operational

4           usage for that year?  Is operational defined in

5           the statute anywhere?

6                MS. FARRIS:  Not to my knowledge.  Not to my

7           knowledge.  And to my -- I don’t -- I didn’t even

8           know you guys had amended your rules until Dawn

9           handed them to me.  So is there anything in the

10           rules that y’all are aware of?

11                MR. WHATLEY:  There may be creative ways

12           like you’re talking about to -- you know, where

13           you can maintain and make sure that that

14           particular license stays valid.  But I agree with

15           Andy.  I don’t think the intent -- I think the

16           intent on that originally had nothing to do with,

17           like, what we’re talking about with private

18           organizations that have multiple licenses.  I

19           think it had to do specifically with the POAs and

20           the psychiatric facilities.

21                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Right.

22                MS. DOHERTY:  But I don’t think you could do

23           it your way because the license is for a specific

24           reason and it’s not --

25                MR. HEIMER:  True.

Page 72

1                MS. DOHERTY:  -- to host parties at night or

2           to --

3                MR. HEIMER:  Sure.

4                MS. DOHERTY:  -- trainings at so and so.

5           It’s to provide a certain service to a certain

6           population --

7                MR. HEIMER:  Sure.

8                MS. DOHERTY:  -- and so and so.  So I don’t

9           know how -- you might could still redefine

10           operational, but I don’t think it could be we

11           just got these buildings and as long as we’re

12           doing something in these buildings, then we’re

13           okay that kind of relates to --

14                MR. HEIMER:  Yeah.  No.  I agree that it’s

15           cumbersome.

16                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  But if you’re -- my

17           question is for operational, if you’re continuing

18           to recruit to build that --

19                MS. DOHERTY:  Is that --

20                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  -- is it --

21                MS. DOHERTY:  -- but that’s more operational

22           than his, I think.

23                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Right.  But -- I mean, if I

24           can show proof that we’re still running ads, it’s

25           a viable business that we’re trying to add staff
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1           to.  Just one staff though.  When you don’t have

2           that one staff, you don’t have any child in

3           placement.

4                MR. HEIMER:  I mean, this was a question at

5           our last meeting with an agency who was trying to

6           get going and still hadn’t hired somebody and are

7           they in operation or are they not.  The other

8           thing is -- gosh, if there were an easier way to

9           re-up your licensure than starting the whole

10           process over.

11                MS. DOHERTY:  That’s why I said what is the

12           process?  Once your license is gone, is it like

13           you never had one?  I don’t know.

14                MS. RUSS:  We don’t -- we’ve never really

15           experienced this before, like, closing a license

16           and reopening one.  So all we would know to do is

17           for you all to send me in another application and

18           go through all of that process with the budgeting

19           and all of that.

20                MR. WHATLEY:  It would be a lengthy process.

21                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Yeah.

22                MS. RUSS:  Uh-huh.

23                MR. TOLLETTE:  But I keep going back to,

24           unless I was asleep, we as a Board gave somebody

25           permission to be inactive with their license.

19 (Pages 70 - 73)

Bushman Reporting 800-556-8974
A Veritext Company www.veritext.com



Page 74

1           And I thought it was inactive because they

2           weren’t doing anything, but they weren’t going to

3           lose their license.  And once they got ready to

4           start back up, they were going to somehow come

5           back to us and say we’re ready to start our

6           program.  But they never lost a license.  It was

7           inactive.  Am I --

8                MS. DOHERTY:  I think that was quite a while

9           ago.  That’s been since the --

10                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  We used to do that and then

11           they passed this --

12                MS. DOHERTY:  Yeah.

13                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  -- law.

14                MS. RUSS:  Yeah.

15                MR. TOLLETTE:  Okay.

16                MS. RUSS:  Before this law.  Yeah.

17                MS. DOHERTY:  Yeah.

18                MR. TOLLETTE:  So you can’t do that anymore?

19                MS. RUSS:  Huh-huh.  No.

20                MS. DOHERTY:  Huh-huh.

21                MR. TOLLETTE:  That would be -- in my mind

22           -- that would be a nice middle place to be.

23                MS. DOHERTY:  Not really, because again then

24           it swoops in everything, and you can hold beds.

25                MR. TOLLETTE:  Oh.

Page 75

1                MS. RUSS:  And we had --

2                MR. WHATLEY:  That’s the issue.

3                MS. LITZSEY:  And we had some agencies that

4           were inactive for over five years.

5                MR. WHATLEY:  And that was the issue to

6           begin with.

7                CHAIR ANDY ALTOM: Oh yeah.  That was --

8                MS. MASSEY-FOTI:  And that was the goal;

9           right?

10                MS. DOHERTY:  Yeah.

11                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  I specifically remember

12           that meeting and after the meeting I remember

13           getting an email from Mischa saying, “Hey, I need

14           you to read over this and see what -- " I think

15           it was pretty much just seeing do you agree with

16           -- because I think I voiced my opinion that it’s

17           horrible that you have providers out there that

18           --

19                MS. DOHERTY:  Or think they have --

20                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  -- basically taking up bed

21           need, but they’re not using it.  And so --

22                MR. WHATLEY:  If I remember it correctly --

23                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  -- you’re punishing the --

24                MR. WHATLEY:  -- it all stemmed primarily

25                from one particular --
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1                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Yes.

2                MR. WHATLEY:  -- place.

3                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Yes.

4                MR. WHATLEY:  Trinity.

5                MS. FARRIS:  Y’all may want to consider

6           trying to change that.

7                MR. WHATLEY:  Right.

8                MS. FARRIS:  Because, I mean, it’s written

9           as it states, and it may not reflect the intent.

10           I don’t know.

11                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  So you said y’all have

12           already got your packets together?

13                MS. DOHERTY:  Well, no.  We’re working.  I

14           know they were working on some.  But I’ll go back

15           up and talk to her and I’ll also put you in touch

16           with her too.

17                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Okay.

18                MS. DOHERTY:  I’ll explain to her what

19           happened today.

20                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  I’d appreciate it.

21                MS. DOHERTY:  Uh-huh.

22                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  And any way we can help,

23           let us know.

24                MS. RUSS:  So clarification for the

25           licensing unit.  Even if one agency has multiple
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1           licenses, whatever license that has been inactive

2           for one year, that license shall be terminated --

3           the one that’s --

4                MS. FARRIS:  That is how I read it.

5                MS. RUSS:  Okay.

6                MS. FARRIS:  Practically, that may not work.

7           I don’t know.  I’m just reading the statute as

8           it’s written.

9                MS. RUSS:  Okay.

10                MS. DOHERTY:  You know, and quite frankly,

11           even what we’re putting together now, we don’t

12           know how that’s going to go because we’re going

13           to have a new governor.  So it’s kind of like

14           we’re putting stuff together but might have to

15           redo it again after that happens.

16                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Yeah.

17                MS. DOHERTY:  So we don’t know.

18                MR. WHATLEY:  So -- wait a minute.  Are we

19           telling license to start, like, now and if there

20           is an agency with multiple licenses to render

21           that particular license after 12 months invalid?

22                MS. DOHERTY:  She’s saying it’s not, like,

23           starting now, it’s, like, we should have already

24           started -- they should have already been doing

25           it; right?
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1                MS. FARRIS:  For about the past year.

2                MS. DOHERTY:  Yeah.

3                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  They did that on the --

4                MR. WHATLEY:  Again, I don’t think that’s

5           right --

6                MS. FARRIS:  But then says the Board shall

7           terminate --

8                MR. WHATLEY:  -- because that was not the

9           intent --

10                MS. MASSEY-FOTI:  Not us.

11                MS. DOHERTY:  -- of the Board.  Well yeah,

12           but you --

13                MR. WHATLEY:  -- at all.

14                MS. DOHERTY:  -- bring them into the Board.

15           She prepares them and brings them.

16                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  And we did do it on foster

17           care and some of those inactive licenses that we

18           were -- technically they were classified as

19           inactive and those no longer were considered

20           inactive.  They were terminated.

21                MS. DOHERTY:  It seems to me like that --

22           okay, like a foster home.  I mean, this is

23           smaller, but they can close.  But if they reopen

24           within two years as long as they kept their

25           training hours up, then we just do background
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1           checks.  It’s not the whole bit of training --

2           the whole everything again.  There’s lessor -- as

3           long as they decide to reopen within two years.

4           I mean, it just seems like maybe that something

5           like that would be more fitting to, like, start

6           the whole process over again with a -- if you had

7           something like that.

8                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  I’d like to fill in the

9           definition in there that would meet the need.

10           Ebony, do you need anything else on that?

11                MS. RUSS:  I do not.

12 VIII.  NEXT MEETING

13                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  All right.  And the next

14           meeting is October 26, 2022, same location.

15           Hopefully the bigger room.

16                MS. RUSS:  Hopefully.  We apologize.

17           Somebody drove their car into the building and

18           that’s why we’re here.

19                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Okay.  I’ll entertain a

20           request for adjournment if there’s no other --

21                MR. WHATLEY:  Andy, before you do that, I’ve

22           got a major concern on this on opening Pandora’s

23           box.  If we’re saying once we leave here today,

24           that’s putting a -- I think we don’t realize what

25           kind of a burden that we’re putting on licensing
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1           trying to even enact how many facilities we’ve

2           got out there that are similar to what mine is

3           that would have multiple licenses.  And then all

4           of a sudden, there’s one of those or more than

5           one of those that have not been active in over a

6           year.  And I just think we’re -- I think we need

7           to be very careful with it, especially with the

8           intent on that of how that was written whenever

9           that was.  It had to do with psychiatric and it

10           had to do with beds.  It didn’t have anything to

11           do with these type licenses that we’re talking

12           about.  So I just -- I don’t want us to be too

13           hasty in saying okay, as of today, we’re going to

14           go, and this is what we’re telling licensing to

15           do.

16                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  My understanding is we

17           can’t tell licensing not to do it because they --

18           the law says that we will close it.  Now we can

19           tell licensing, come up with an alternative for

20           re-licensure of closed facilities to where it’s

21           more streamlined and maybe they can come back to

22           us with that.

23                MR. WHATLEY:  Can we get another opinion on

24           -- I mean, on exactly what the law says on that?

25           I mean, are we absolutely sure that -- again, I

Page 81

1           mean, I know you get -- you can get into all

2           sorts of things when you’re talking about intent,

3           but I’m going back to the intent --

4                MS. FARRIS:  The intent doesn’t matter.

5                MR. WHATLEY:  -- because --

6                MS. FARRIS:  If it’s -- I mean if the

7           statute is clear, if it’s -- if it is not

8           ambiguous, then intent doesn’t matter.  It

9           matters what’s written.

10                MR. WHATLEY:  I’m just saying, we need to be

11           aware of what we’re --

12                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Right.  I understand.

13                MR. WHATLEY:  -- what we’re saying.

14                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  I understand.

15                MS. JEFFREY:  I mean, do we know how many we

16           have out there?

17                MS. RUSS:  We have quite a few.

18                MR. WHATLEY:  Yeah.

19                MS. DOHERTY:  But quite a few that one piece

20           of it’s inactive for 12 months, but maybe not.

21                MR. HEIMER:  So it doesn’t say that Ebony

22           needs to review -- renew -- take away licenses.

23                MS. FARRIS:  No.

24                MR. HEIEMR:  It actually says, “the Board.”

25                MS. FARRIS:  The Board has to.
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1                MR. HEIMER:  So they would have to bring it

2           to us.

3                MS. FARRIS:  It’s a case-by-case basis.

4                MR. HEIMER:  It’s a case-by-case basis.

5                MS. FARRIS:  So she should bring it to the

6           Board.

7                MS. DOHERTY:  And she’s done that in the

8           past with other ones --

9                MR. HEIMER:  Uh-huh.

10                MS. DOHERTY:  -- and then we vote.

11                MS. FARRIS:  Right.

12                MR. HEIMER:  So until the Board acts, nobody

13           loses their license today.

14                MS. FARRIS:  That is correct.

15                MR. HEIMER:  And I vote we don’t act on this

16           thing right now --

17                MS. DOHERTY:  I don’t think we can do that.

18                MR. HEIEMR:  Bet I can --

19                MS. DOHERTY:  That we can’t act on the law

20           if Ebony -- I mean, we can say no if Ebony brings

21           one, I think.  And say no, we vote to not take it

22           away.

23                MR. HEIMER:  Well, and that’s all I’m say --

24           suggesting.  I’m suggesting that we -- that they

25           bring stuff to us.  She has not brought one yet.
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1           And --

2                MS. FARRIS:  I thought that was the issue at

3           the last meeting.  Was it not?

4                MR. HEIMER:  I --

5                MS. FARRIS:  Did you bring one?

6                MS. DOHERTY:  No.

7                MS. RUSS:  No.  It was up for discussion.

8           Well, someone -- oh, because she has to come back

9           in December.  Her agency is looking to hire

10           someone.  They don’t have any staff.

11                MS. RUSS:  But it’s been about a year.

12                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Yeah.  That’s -- because

13           that was the same -- so you’re putting that in a

14           motion?

15                MS. DOHERTY:  That what?  That we have to

16           vote --

17                MR. HEIMER:  The motion is --

18                MS. DOHERTY:  -- a certain way.  I don’t

19           think so.

20                MR. HEIMER:  The motion is hey, this is good

21           information and we’re not -- and we -- and

22           there’s no motion.  I mean there isn’t a motion

23           on it.

24                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Okay.

25                MR. HEIMER:  I think this is information and
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1           then -- and when somebody is brought in, we do

2           have to follow it.  I agree.  But nothing’s been

3           brought in yet.  And that gives us time to deal

4           with it.

5                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  I am going to make a motion

6           that you start exploring a streamlined

7           reapplication for closed licenses within a

8           two-year time frame.

9                MR. HEIMER:  Second.

10                MS. RUSS:  Two years?

11                MS. DOHERTY:  No.  Not that it takes two

12           years.  But if they come back in two years or

13           less from that closure --

14                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  So -- so if we --

15                MS. DOHERTY:  -- that it’s streamlined to

16           get them back open again.

17                MS. RUSS:  Okay.

18                MS. FARRIS:  That’s probably something that

19           would need to be in a rule.

20                MS. MASSEY-FOTI:  Right.  We would have to

21           --

22                MS. FARRIS:  Yeah.

23                MS. MASSEY-FOTI:  -- change the rules --

24                MS. FARRIS:  Yeah.  With it being in a rule.

25                MS. RUSS:  Oh, okay.
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1                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Well, we can start working

2           on new rules for that.

3                MS. RUSS:  Oh, yeah.

4                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  We’ve got to do that

5           anyways with the Health Department.

6                MS. RUSS:  Coming up.  Okay.

7                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  We have a motion and a

8           second.  Any more discussion?

9                MS. FARRIS:  What was the motion?

10                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  The motion was to come up

11           with streamlined a system for reapplication for a

12           closed licensure within two years of the closure

13           that wouldn’t be so -- as cumbersome as what the

14           current application is.

15                MS. DOHERTY:  A new one.  It wouldn’t be the

16           same as a new one.

17                MS. FARRIS:  A streamlined application

18           process.

19                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  And I’ll give you an

20           example of what’s in my mind is whenever we in

21           the past have closed, like, a residential

22           facility -- a group home, and it’s set, you know,

23           it’s still got everything in it, you know, no

24           furniture or anything.  When we call -- we would

25           call up licensing and say, “Hey, we want to
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1           reactivate this home.”  And licensing usually

2           would just come out and do a walk through.  They

3           already had access to our policies and procedures

4           because of our other programs and stuff and so

5           real quick, we could turn that into an open

6           facility.  Something on that line is what I was

7           thinking.

8                MS. RUSS:  Uh-huh.

9                MR. WHATLEY:  And I want to make one more

10           point.  I want to make sure that -- I mean, I

11           realize we’ve got to do what the law says.

12           Period.  But an example -- I mean the ones that

13           are affected by this are the kids and use an

14           example of an emergency.  We hold an emergency

15           license.  We have not used that emergency license

16           for over 12 months.  You didn’t hear me say that,

17           but anyway.  So we come in and we’ve got

18           something that comes up and we’ve got a child

19           that needs emergency care.  There’s no time -- we

20           don’t have time to go back to the Board, even if

21           it’s streamlined.  We miss the chance of being

22           able to place that child.

23                MR. HEIMER:  If we have a streamlined system

24           though, doesn’t that allow, annually, you to

25           submit whatever that streamlined system is to
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1           maintain that to kind of keep yourself above the

2           -- keep yourself in licensure?

3                MR. WHATLEY:  Well, I don’t know because I

4           mean if we haven’t used it --

5                MS. DOHERTY:  Right.  How could you renew it

6           if you’re not --

7                MR. HEIMER:  Yeah, there -- question I had

8           -- that’s a good question.  I think it’s worth

9           debating or talking about.  The other question I

10           have is you said two years, but theoretically, it

11           gives people three years --

12                MR. WHATLEY:  Right.

13                MR. HEIMER:  -- because they’re going to go

14           a year, lose the license and then have --

15                MR. WHATLEY:  Right.

16                MR. HEIMER:  -- two more years.  I just want

17           to make sure that’s --

18                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Yes.

19                MR. HEIMER:  -- what your intention was?

20           Okay.

21                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any more discussion?  All

22           in favor, say “Aye.”

23                   (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

24                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Any opposed?  Anything

25           else?
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1                MS. RUSS:  No.

2 IX.  REQUEST FOR ADJOURNMENT

3                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  A request for adjournment?

4           Is there a motion to adjourn?

5                MR. WHATLEY:  I’ll make that motion.

6                MS. DOHERTY:  I’ll second that.

7                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  All in favor, say “Aye.”

8                   (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

9                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  Thank you guys.

10                MR. HEIMER:  Thank you all.

11                CHAIRMAN ALTOM:  You bet.

12            (The Agenda was concluded at 3:33 p.m.)
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3
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4 hereby certify that the facts stated by me in the caption on
the foregoing proceedings are true; and that the foregoing

5 proceedings were reported verbatim through the use of the
voice-writing method and thereafter transcribed by me or under

6 my direct supervision to the best of my ability, taken at the
time and place set out on the caption hereto.

7
     I FURTHER CERTIFY, that I am not a relative or employee of

8 any attorney or employed by the parties hereto, nor financially
interested or otherwise, in the outcome of this action, and
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10 substantial tendency to affect impartiality, that requires me
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14
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